Effects of leukocyte inhibitory factor (LIF) on human neutrophil function.
The effects of the lymphokine, leukocyte inhibitory factor (LIF), on human neutrophil function were studied. This soluble mediator, which is defined by its specific inhibition of neutrophil locomotion, does not interfere with chemotactic factor binding and does not affect basal or stimulated superoxide generation by neutrophils. In contrast, phagocytosis of opsonized Staphylococcus aureus is markedly inhibited by LIF, and degranulation is stimulated by this lymphokine. The possible mechanisms of LIF action on neutrophils are discussed.